
  1 
July 20, 2026 

Council Agenda 

NEWPORT CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

August 3, 2026, AT 6:00 P.M. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The City of Newport, Washington, is a Mayor/Council form of government and is a code city.  

Essentially, Newport conducts its day-to-day business within the State of Washington laws, RCW 

35A, that governs optional municipal code cities. The Newport City Council is called to order by the 

Mayor, and all business of the City is conducted in accordance with State of Washington laws and 

Newport Resolution number 10410 City Council Rules of Procedure, adopted January 04, 2010.  If 

you require any reasonable accommodation to participate in the council meeting, please contact the 

City at (509) 447-5611 twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting. 

 

YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 
MAYOR KEITH CAMPBELL     COUNCILMEMBER JAMI SEARS 

COUNCILMEMBER NATHAN WEATHERS   MAYOR PRO TEM MARK ZORICA 

COUNCILMEMBER ELIZABETH SPRING   COUNCILMEMBER MARK COLLINS 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA & 07/20/2026 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION: 

 

 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Newport Stand Down Recap – Andy Meyer  

 

Discussion regarding future of Fire/EMS  
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BILLS & PAYROLL:  

 

CLAIMS CHECKS 67595-67628  $86,907.81 

CLAIMS EFT 2026 July 2nd   Mtg: 1-17  $48,874.50 

CLAIMS DIR PAY 2026 July 2nd   Mtg:1-5  $7,152.00 

PAYROLL EFT PR 2026 July 1st  1-10: Direct Deposit Run 07/06/2026 $96,643.84 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

 

WORKSHOP; 

 

Council bill review policy discussion  
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MINUTES OF THE NEWPORT CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON July 20, 2026 

 

A meeting of the Newport City Council was held on July 20, 2026, at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers, City 

Hall, 200 S. Washington Avenue, Newport, Washington, with the following present:   

    

Keith Campbell Mayor  

Abby Gribi  City Administrator  

Theresa Schoener Clerk/Treasurer  

 

Nathan Weathers       Councilmember  

Elizabeth Spring       Councilmember  

Jami Sears  (absent)       Councilmember  

Mark Zorica        Mayor Pro Tem  

(vacant)        Councilmember  

 

 

At 6:00 PM, Mayor Campbell called the meeting to order followed by roll call and the pledge of allegiance.   

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES:  

 

Councilmember Weathers moved to approve the agenda and the minutes from July 06, 2026, Council 

Meeting. Councilmember Zorica seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Campbell, noted that summer is now in full swing and wanted to express his gratitude towards the 

residents for their patience as we move forward with summer projects and road construction.  

 

Councilmember Weathers commented on hearing good things from the citizens about the staff at the front 

office and fog sealing on the roads.  

 

Councilmember Zorica appreciated the City posting online how fog sealing the roads work.  

 

Councilmember Zorica stated that he has concerns about how information regarding the review of bills 

and payroll is communicated to other elected officials. He requested a workshop to clarify the process and 

emphasized that it should be treated as a priority. He also noted that we need to discuss ways to tighten 

our belts and ensure responsible spending.  

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

Police Chief Nelson provided an update on departmental activities. He noted that it has been a busy 

summer, and both the graduation and rodeo parades went smoothly. He also reported that the recent 

Street Dance event was successful, with no issues and an estimated attendance of around 300 people. 



Council Minutes  
July 20, 2026 

2 

Chief Nelson announced that National Night Out is scheduled for August 4th at 5 PM, and the 

department is preparing for the event. Additional patrols will be in place for the Rough Stock Rodeo on 

the first weekend of August.  

He stated that major crime has decreased this year. The primary challenges the department has faced 

involve juveniles and loose dogs. While the curfew has helped reduce juvenile-related issues. 

Councilmember Zorica asked whether the problems were still occurring at night. Chief Nelson 

responded that they are no longer happening as late as before. He added that several community groups 

are exploring after-school programs with volunteers to help provide positive activities for local youth. 

He also wanted to remind and invite everyone to “Coffee with a Cop” on the third Thursday at My 

Sidewalk Café.  

Jennifer Krusing with South Pend Oreille Fire and Rescue provided an update on fire department 

activities and announced that they were pleased to welcome home their two firefighters who were 

injured during the Chelan Hills incident. With wildland fire season underway, the department has been 

coordinating closely with the City, Hospital, Schools, and PUD on early-warning plans and contingency 

preparations. 

They reported that both the senior parade and rodeo parades were successful, and noted that SPOFR is 

proud to support local partners with traffic control. Public engagement remains high, with strong 

participation in community events, CPR trainings, and various public requests 

Superintendent Howard provided an update on Wastewater and Public Works. He began by thanking 

everyone for their support and understanding throughout the current transition. Road work is in full 

swing, with crews sweeping, patching, and fog sealing streets. Water reports have been submitted to the 

state on time. The department has been replacing production-side meters, installing backflow prevention 

devices, and adding sheds over the wells to bring everything up to code. Recently, they addressed leaks 

at both the rodeo grounds and the waterpark. 

 

On the wastewater side, Superintendent Howard reported that the department has had a couple of 

violations and recently lost an incubator, noting that a significant purchase will be required to replace it. 

He added that the department passed its ERA tests and submitted all required reports on time. 

Clerk/Treasurer Schoener provided a financial update. Cash and investments at the end of the second 

quarter totaled $5,782,523, reflecting a $394,556 increase over the prior year’s second quarter. There 

were 10 delinquent accounts at quarter-end, with 2 liens filed and 2 active payment plans. Five door 

notices were issued, resulting in four payments and one shut-off. 

The Finance Department has been busy with spring and summer utility reads. The RV Park is in full 

operation, and the camp host has been communicating the needs of campers and the park. Building 

permit activity has continued, with many of this year’s permits related to roofing. Backflow reminder 

letters have been sent out. 
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Staff have been focused on training and cross-training within the office. Although the department has 

faced challenges due to being short-staffed since February, things are improving with the arrival of a 

new Accounting Clerk.  

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION: 

Chris Cato, Regarding POF2, it was noted that they have been servicing Newport since 2023 and have 

provided significant assistance during that time. POF2 has responded to 1,180 medical assists and 630 

interventions. With the annex adding a paramedic unit, Fire 2 now achieves a response time of 1.28 

seconds to get out the door and arrives on scene in under four minutes. It was also stated that a Fire 2 

ambulance is consistently present in the City. 

Councilmember Zorica commented that residents generally do not mind which ambulance arrives, as 

long as an ambulance does show up. 

Kristen Yake, located at 300 S Washington, thanked the Council for approving the closure on 3rd Street 

to host their recent street dance event. She reported that the community greatly enjoyed the free event. 

Kristen requested Council consideration for another event on August 29th. They are planning a possible 

car show in coordination with the farmers market and would like the street closed around 3:00 PM. The 

event is planned to run from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. 

 

Councilmember Zorica moved to approve the street closure for the August 29, 2026 event. 

Councilmember Spring seconded. Motion carried.  

 

Kenny Ball, 1701 W 7th St. Apt 11, reported ongoing issues with loose dogs in the City. According to 

the complaint, dogs have been getting out and attacking cats, and the resident believes stronger 

enforcement is needed to ensure compliance with animal control requirements. The resident also 

reported illegal parking, including vehicles parked in clearly marked ‘No Parking’ zones and in other 

areas where parking is not permitted. 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS: 

 

Administrator Gribi handed out the updated rendering of the grizzly bear sculpture the Creative district is 

proposing at TJ Kelly park. She asked Council if they could move forward with the project or if they 

needed more information. Council agreed to move forward.  

 

She commented on the America 250yr display that the Historical Society set up at City Hall.  

 

Administrator Gribi, met with the Little League and they are working on establishing a new agreement 

for the City’s softball fields.  

 

We are still waiting on the Department of Commerce agreement on the Comprehensive Plan Funding.  
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Administrator Gribi, let the Council know that the County had reached out for a letter of support for a 

lower access road project at Wolfred County Park. The Park though not in the City will benefit the 

Newport residents with planned sporting and recreational opportunities.  

 

Councilmember Weathers moved to approve a letter of support for the County. Councilmember Springs 

seconded. Motion carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Clerk/ Treasurer Schoener introduced the new Accounting Clerk Traci Gunderson. Traci joins the City 

with 18 years of experience in utilities and brings great energy to the team.  

 

Carol Richardson, the County Public Works Director introduced herself to the Council. She also invited 

anyone interested in serving the community to consider joining the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  

 

The interviews for the Council Position 5 took place with each of the Councilmembers asking questions.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

An executive session regarding the appointment of Council Position 5 per RCW 42.30.110 (1)(h) was 

opened at 8:03 PM to last 15mins. The Council closed the executive session at 8:17 PM.  

 

Council voted on each candidate for Council Position 5. Mark Collins received the majority vote and was 

appointed to Council Position 5 for an unexpired term to expire 12/31/2027.  

 

Clerk/Treasurer swore in the newly appointed Councilmember Collins.  

 

BILLS & PAYROLL: 

 

Councilmember Zorica moved to approve the bills and payroll; Councilmember Weathers seconded.  

Motion carried. 

 

CLAIMS CHECKS 67595-67628  $86,907.81 

CLAIMS EFT 2026 July 2nd   Mtg 1-17  $48,874.50 

CLAIMS DIR PAY 2026 July 2nd    Mtg: 1-5  $7,152.00 

PAYROLL EFT PR 2026 July 1st 1-10;  Dir Deposit Run 07/06/2026     $96,643.84 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 PM. 
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Attest:         By:  __________________________ 

   Theresa Schoener                                Keith Campbell 

    Clerk/Treasurer                                    Mayor 





Register 

Direct Deposit Run - Payroll Vendor 
7/17/2026 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 1 Dept of Labor & Industry 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 10 Vimly Benefit Solutions, Inc. - EFT 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 2 Dept of Retirement - Def Comp 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 3 Dept of Retirement Systems 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 4 EFTPS 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 5 Employment Security 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 6 Employment Security - L TC 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 7 Employment Security - PMFL 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 8 Idaho State Tax 
EFT PR2026 July 2nd - 9 PORAC Legal Defense Fund 

Execution Time: 17 second(s) 

I 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 

2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 
2026 - July - 2nd Council Meeting 

Printed by dbl\thansen on 7/17/2026 3:11:30 PM 

Register 

I 
$46,560.51 

$5,383.73 
$20,056.13 

$502.50 
$6,451.11 

$14,236.57 
$109.57 
$278.95 
$508.12 
$984.00 

$33.75 
$95,104.94 
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City of Newport, Washington 
Councilmember Review of Accounts Payable 

Standard Operating Procedure  

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this procedure is to establish a consistent, transparent, and accountable process 
for City Councilmember review of accounts payable, and to ensure proper documentation of 
such reviews as public records. 

2. Scope 

This SOP applies to all five (5) City Councilmembers, including the Mayor Pro Tem, involved in 
the rotating review of accounts payable.   

3. Rotation Schedule 

3.1 Quarterly Rotation. Councilmembers shall review accounts payable on a rotating 
quarterly basis. Each quarter consists of three (3) months.  

 
3.2 Assigned Positions. Rotation shall follow Council positions, beginning with Council 

Position #1, unless the Council otherwise agrees as a body. The Mayor Pro Tem shall 
participate in the rotation schedule according to their assigned council position, and no 
additional or separate review authority is granted to this position outside the rotation.  
The City Clerk shall maintain and publish the annual rotation scheduled, with any 
adjustments approved by the City Council in its January meeting.  
 

3.3 Overlap Period. A one-week overlap shall occur at the beginning of each quarter and at 
the end of each quarter.  During the overlap period the outgoing and incoming 
Councilmembers shall both review accounts payable. Both members shall sign off during 
this period.  

4. Review Responsibilities 

The assigned Councilmember(s) shall: 

a. Review all submitted bills, invoices, and claims for accuracy, proper authorization, and 
budget alignment.  

b. Identify discrepancies, irregularities, or concerns.  
c. Indicate review completion via signature or initialing on designated approval documents.  

5. Review Log Requirements 

5.1. Purpose of Log. An “Accounts Payable Review Log” (“Log”) shall be maintained as an 
official public record documenting each review. 



5.2 Log Format. The Log shall be a bound logbook (no loose-leaf pages), with pages that 
are pre-numbered and maintained in sequential order. 

5.3 Required Entries. Each entry must include: 
a. Date of review  
b. Councilmember name (printed)  
c. Councilmember initials or signature  
d. Time period covered by the review  
e. Summary of review actions taken  
f. Any findings, discrepancies, or notes directly related to accounts payable.  

6. Public Record Compliance 

6.1 Content Restrictions. Entries in the log must be limited strictly to matters concerning 
accounts payable review. Entries shall not include personal opinions unrelated to the 
review, political commentary, or personnel matters not directly tied to accounting 
accuracy.  

7. Log Integrity and Handling 

7.1 Writing Requirements. All entries shall be made in permanent ink. Entries must be 
legible and complete.  

7.2 Prohibited Actions. The following are strictly prohibited: 
a. Removing pages  
b. Skipping or renumbering pages  
c. Using correction fluid (“white-out”)  
d. Erasing or obscuring entries  
e. Altering prior entries in any way  

 
7.3 Error Corrections. If a correction is necessary: 

a. Draw a single line through the incorrect entry  
b. Do not obscure the original text  
c. Add the corrected information nearby  
d. Initial and date the correction  

7.4 Custody of Log. 
a. The log shall be maintained by the City Clerk when not in use.  
b. It shall be made available to the assigned Councilmember(s) during their review 

period.  
c. The log is a public record and must be retained according to applicable records 

retention laws of the Washington State Archives.  

8. Sign-Off and Completion. At the conclusion of each review period, the Councilmember shall 
complete all of their log entries, sign off on reviewed materials, and ransfer responsibility to the 
incoming Councilmember during the overlap week.  



9. Accountability and Compliance. Failure to follow this SOP may result in review by the full 
City Council, corrective action consistent with City policies and procedures applicable to 
Council and/or applicable law. 

10. Effective Date and Review. This SOP shall become effective upon adoption by the City 
Council. This SOP shall be reviewed periodically and may be updated as needed. 

 



















2026

Henry E Bergdorf American Legion Post 155, Inc.

2026 Veterans' Stand Down

18 Jul 2026

18 Jul 2026

Andy Meyer - Post Commander

661-609-0197

ridogtags@yahoo.com

X



$600.00

  $600.00

$1700.28

300

265

Sign-in

21

 "

"

"

"

15

0

Unknown

91

29 Jul 2026

Andy Meyer-ELectronically Signed





Henry E. Bergdorf American Legion Post 155, Inc.

2026 Veterans' Stand Down

Andy Meyer-Post Commander

661-609-0197

ridogtags@yahoo.com

2026

Third Qtr (Jul-Sep)

Andy Meyer-Electronically signed

29 Jul 2026



  53.85

9 Jul 2026

Petroglyph Printing 

Flyers

481.66

9 Jul 2026

The Miner

Advertising

175.00

11 Jul 2026

The Beacon

Advertising

710.57



2026 Stand Down Attendance Break Down 

 

Newport: 87                                                                                                      Ford: 3 

Oldtown: 17                                                                                                      Cusick: 6 

Priest River: 32                                                                                                 Ione: 1 

Sandpoint: 9                                                                                                     La Clede: 2 

Deer Park: 4                                                                                                       Ellensburg: 1 

Spokane: 17 

Spokane Valley: 2 

Elk: 3                                  Total: 232 

Nine Mile: 2 

Bonners Ferry: 7               Total with volunteers: 265 

Coeur D Alene :2 

Blanchard: 7 

Look Lake: 2 

Sagle: 2 

Clayton: 1 

Hayden: 2 

Bayview: 1 

Ponderay: 2 

Richland WA: 1 

Spirit Lake: 5 

Plummer ID: 2 

Metaline Falls: 2 

Chattaroy: 2 

Usk: 4 
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