MINUTES OF THE NEWPORT CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON July 20, 2026

A meeting of the Newport City Council was held on July 20, 2026, at 6:00 PM in Council Chambers, City
Hall, 200 S. Washington Avenue, Newport, Washington, with the following present:

Keith Campbell Mayor
Abby Gribi City Administrator
Theresa Schoener Clerk/Treasurer

Nathan Weathers Councilmember
Elizabeth Spring Councilmember
Jami Sears (absent) Councilmember
Mark Zorica Mayor Pro Tem
(vacant) Councilmember

At 6:00 PM, Mayor Campbell called the meeting to order followed by roll call and the pledge of allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES:

Councilmember Weathers moved to approve the agenda and the minutes from July 06, 2026, Council
Meeting. Councilmember Zorica seconded. Motion carried.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Mayor Campbell, noted that summer is now in full swing and wanted to express his gratitude towards the
residents for their patience as we move forward with summer projects and road construction.

Councilmember Weathers commented on hearing good things from the citizens about the staff at the front
office and fog sealing on the roads.

Councilmember Zorica appreciated the City posting online how fog sealing the roads work.

Councilmember Zorica stated that he has concerns about how information regarding the review of bills
and payroll is communicated to other elected officials. He requested a workshop to clarify the process and
emphasized that it should be treated as a priority. He also noted that we need to discuss ways to tighten

our belts and ensure responsible spending.

STAFF COMMENTS:

Police Chief Nelson provided an update on departmental activities. He noted that it has been a busy
summer, and both the graduation and rodeo parades went smoothly. He also reported that the recent
Street Dance event was successful, with no issues and an estimated attendance of around 300 people.
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Chief Nelson announced that National Night Out is scheduled for August 4™ at 5 PM, and the
department is preparing for the event. Additional patrols will be in place for the Rough Stock Rodeo on
the first weekend of August.

He stated that major crime has decreased this year. The primary challenges the department has faced
involve juveniles and loose dogs. While the curfew has helped reduce juvenile-related issues.
Councilmember Zorica asked whether the problems were still occurring at night. Chief Nelson
responded that they are no longer happening as late as before. He added that several community groups
are exploring after-school programs with volunteers to help provide positive activities for local youth.
He also wanted to remind and invite everyone to “Coffee with a Cop” on the third Thursday at My
Sidewalk Café.

Jennifer Krusing with South Pend Oreille Fire and Rescue provided an update on fire department
activities and announced that they were pleased to welcome home their two firefighters who were
injured during the Chelan Hills incident. With wildland fire season underway, the department has been
coordinating closely with the City, Hospital, Schools, and PUD on early-warning plans and contingency
preparations.

They reported that both the senior parade and rodeo parades were successful, and noted that SPOFR is
proud to support local partners with traffic control. Public engagement remains high, with strong
participation in community events, CPR trainings, and various public requests

Superintendent Howard provided an update on Wastewater and Public Works. He began by thanking
everyone for their support and understanding throughout the current transition. Road work is in full
swing, with crews sweeping, patching, and fog sealing streets. Water reports have been submitted to the
state on time. The department has been replacing production-side meters, installing backflow prevention
devices, and adding sheds over the wells to bring everything up to code. Recently, they addressed leaks
at both the rodeo grounds and the waterpark.

On the wastewater side, Superintendent Howard reported that the department has had a couple of
violations and recently lost an incubator, noting that a significant purchase will be required to replace it.
He added that the department passed its ERA tests and submitted all required reports on time.

Clerk/Treasurer Schoener provided a financial update. Cash and investments at the end of the second
quarter totaled $5,782,523, reflecting a $394,556 increase over the prior year’s second quarter. There
were 10 delinquent accounts at quarter-end, with 2 liens filed and 2 active payment plans. Five door
notices were issued, resulting in four payments and one shut-off.

The Finance Department has been busy with spring and summer utility reads. The RV Park is in full
operation, and the camp host has been communicating the needs of campers and the park. Building
permit activity has continued, with many of this year’s permits related to roofing. Backflow reminder
letters have been sent out.
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Staff have been focused on training and cross-training within the office. Although the department has
faced challenges due to being short-staffed since February, things are improving with the arrival of a
new Accounting Clerk.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Chris Cato, Regarding POF2, it was noted that they have been servicing Newport since 2023 and have
provided significant assistance during that time. POF2 has responded to 1,180 medical assists and 630
interventions. With the annex adding a paramedic unit, Fire 2 now achieves a response time of 1.28
seconds to get out the door and arrives on scene in under four minutes. It was also stated that a Fire 2
ambulance is consistently present in the City.

Councilmember Zorica commented that residents generally do not mind which ambulance arrives, as
long as an ambulance does show up.

Kristen Yake, located at 300 S Washington, thanked the Council for approving the closure on 3rd Street
to host their recent street dance event. She reported that the community greatly enjoyed the free event.
Kristen requested Council consideration for another event on August 29th. They are planning a possible
car show in coordination with the farmers market and would like the street closed around 3:00 PM. The
event is planned to run from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

Councilmember Zorica moved to approve the street closure for the August 29, 2026 event.
Councilmember Spring seconded. Motion carried.

Kenny Ball, 1701 W 7% St. Apt 11, reported ongoing issues with loose dogs in the City. According to
the complaint, dogs have been getting out and attacking cats, and the resident believes stronger
enforcement is needed to ensure compliance with animal control requirements. The resident also
reported illegal parking, including vehicles parked in clearly marked ‘No Parking’ zones and in other
areas where parking is not permitted.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:

Administrator Gribi handed out the updated rendering of the grizzly bear sculpture the Creative district is
proposing at TJ Kelly park. She asked Council if they could move forward with the project or if they
needed more information. Council agreed to move forward.

She commented on the America 250yr display that the Historical Society set up at City Hall.

Administrator Gribi, met with the Little League and they are working on establishing a new agreement
for the City’s softball fields.

We are still waiting on the Department of Commerce agreement on the Comprehensive Plan Funding.
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Administrator Gribi, let the Council know that the County had reached out for a letter of support for a
lower access road project at Wolfred County Park. The Park though not in the City will benefit the
Newport residents with planned sporting and recreational opportunities.

Councilmember Weathers moved to approve a letter of support for the County. Councilmember Springs
seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

Clerk/ Treasurer Schoener introduced the new Accounting Clerk Traci Gunderson. Traci joins the City
with 18 years of experience in utilities and brings great energy to the team.

Carol Richardson, the County Public Works Director introduced herself to the Council. She also invited
anyone interested in serving the community to consider joining the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.

The interviews for the Council Position 5 took place with each of the Councilmembers asking questions.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

An executive session regarding the appointment of Council Position 5 per RCW 42.30.110 (1)(h) was
opened at 8:03 PM to last 15mins. The Council closed the executive session at 8:17 PM.

Council voted on each candidate for Council Position 5. Mark Collins received the majority vote and was
appointed to Council Position 5 for an unexpired term to expire 12/31/2027.

Clerk/Treasurer swore in the newly appointed Councilmember Collins.
BILLS & PAYROLL:

Councilmember Zorica moved to approve the bills and payroll; Councilmember Weathers seconded.
Motion carried.

CLAIMS CHECKS 67595-67628 $86,907.81
CLAIMS EFT 2026 July 2" Mtg 1-17 $48,874.50
CLAIMS DIR PAY 2026 July 2™ Mtg: 1-5 $7,152.00
PAYROLL EFT PR 2026 July 1st 1-10; Dir Deposit Run 07/06/2026 $96,643.84
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:22 PM.
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Attest: (QFOJ{MMM_QM By: //’”/’,/

Theresa Schoener Keith Campbell
Clerk/Treasurer Mayor
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